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Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the recording medium, 
file system processing module, a physical storage location of a file, the data base 
processing module of claims 1 , 7 and 8 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from 
the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

In Claim 1 , line 5, "a physical storage location of a file" is not defined in the 
specification. Although it is mentioned in the Summary of the Invention, it is not defined 
in great detail to enable one skilled in the art to understand what it is. Lines 7,9, 1 1 , 
"content management information" is not defined in the specification. Although it is 
mentioned in the Summary of the Invention, it is not defined in great detail to enable one 
skilled in the art to understand what it is. 

In Claim 3, lines 6-7, "on a file not stated in the file search information from a file 
system being current mounted", line 8, "have the current file system processing module 
demount the current file system", line 9, "generate a new file system on the basis of the 
read file search information and attribute information and amount the new file system" 
are not taught and supported in the specification. 

In Claim 4, line 3, "a physical storage location of a file" is not defined in the 
specification. Although it is mentioned in the Summary of the Invention, it is not defined 
in great detail to enable one skilled in the art to understand what it is. Lines 5, 8, 15, 16, 
"content management information" is not defined in the specification. Although it is 
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mentioned in the Summary of the Invention, it is not defined in great detail to enable one 
skilled in the art to understand what it is. 

In Claim 6, lines 6-7, "on a file not stated in the file search information from a file 
system being current mounted", line 8, "have the current file system processing module 
demount the current file system", line 9, "generate a new file system on the basis of the 
read file search information and attribute information and amount the new file system" 
are not taught and supported in the specification. 

In Claim 7, line 5, "a physical storage location of a file" is not defined in the 
specification. Although it is mentioned in the Summary of the Invention, it is not defined 
in great detail to enable one skilled in the art to understand what it is. Lines 6-7, 9, 1 1 , 
"content management information" is not defined in the specification. Although it is 
mentioned in the Summary of the Invention, it is not defined in great detail to enable one 
skilled in the art to understand what it is. 

In Claim 8, line 3, "a physical storage location of a file" is not defined in the 
specification. Although it is mentioned in the Summary of the Invention, it is not defined 
in great detail to enable one skilled in the art to understand what it is. Lines 5, 8, 14, 15, 
"content management information" is not defined in the specification. Although it is 
mentioned in the Summary of the Invention, it is not defined in great detail to enable one 
skilled in the art to understand what it is. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , lines 5, 6, "reference" is vague and lacks antecedent basis. It is not 
clearly understood what it is but being examined based on best interpretation. Line 5, 
"information" is vague and lacks antecedent basis. It is not clearly understood what it is 
but being examined based on best interpretation. 

In claim 4, lines 3, 5, "reference" is vague and lacks antecedent basis. It is not 
clearly understood what it is but being examined based on best interpretation. Line 3, 
"information" is vague and lacks antecedent basis. It is not clearly understood what it is 
but being examined based on best interpretation. 

In claim 7, lines 4, 6, "reference" is vague and lacks antecedent basis. It is not 
clearly understood what it is but being examined based on best interpretation. Line 5, 
"information" is vague and lacks antecedent basis. It is not clearly understood what it is 
but being examined based on best interpretation. 

In claim 8, lines 3, 5, "reference" is vague and lacks antecedent basis. It is not 
clearly understood what it is but being examined based on best interpretation. Line 3, 
"information" is vague and lacks antecedent basis. It is not clearly understood what it is 
but being examined based on best interpretation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-8, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kikuchi et al. (US publication 2002/0168179). 

Regarding Claim 1, Kikuchi discloses a recording/playback device that records 
and reproduces data to and from a recording medium, the device comprising: 

- a system controlling means (604) for controlling access to the recording 
medium (100) by a file system processing module (609) that reads and writes 
data from and to the recording medium with reference (header or index) to a 
file system (file management information) (See Figure 17) which is 
information including a physical storage location of a file (See paragraphs 
0028, 0072-0075), and 

- a data base processing module (610) that accesses the file system 
processing module (609) with reference to content management information 
for management of contents stored in the recording medium, 

- the recording medium (100) (See Figure 1) having recorded therein file 
search information indicating physical recorded position of a file (See Figure 
17) having the content management information (management information) 
(See Figure 17) stored therein; and 
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- the data base processing module (610) (See Figure 1 ) registering attribute 
information on a file (file on the disc 100) (See Figures 1 and 17) including at 
least the content management information (management information) into the 
file system with reference to the file search information (recorded position on 
the volume space) (See Figure 17). 

Regarding Claim 2, Kikuchi discloses that when the file system processing 
module has failed in mounting a file system (file management information) (See Figure 
17) stored in a predetermined position in the recording medium, the data base 
processing module registers attribute information (no recording space) (See Figure 9) 
on a file including at least the content management information into the file system with 
reference to the file search information. 

Regarding Claim 3, Kikuchi discloses that the data base processing module 
operates to: 

- have the file system processing module (609) mount a file system stored in a 
predetermined position (See Figure 17) in the recording medium (100); 

- generate a new file system on the basis of the read file search information 
and attribute information and mount the new file system (See paragraph 
0072). 

Regarding Claim 4, Kikuchi discloses (See Figures 1 and 9, paragraphs 0028, 
0072-0075) a recording medium access method of controlling access to a recording 
medium (100) by a file system processing module (609) that reads and writes data from 
and to the recording medium with reference to a file system which is information 
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including a physical storage location of a file (See Figure 17), and a data base 
processing module (610) that accesses the file system processing module with 
reference to content management information (management information) for 
management of the contents stored in the recording medium, the method comprising: 

- a step in which the data base processing module issues, to the file system 
processing module (609), commands for reading and writing a file according 
to the content management information (through means 604, 609, 610); 

- a step in which the file system processing module (609) reads and writes data 
from and to the recording medium (100) with reference to the file system 
according to the commands from the data base processing module (610); 
and 

- a step in which when mounting a file system, the data base processing 
module (610) reads, from the recording medium (100), file search information 
(recorded position on the volume space) indicating a physical recorded 
position of a file having the content management information (management 
information) stored therein (See Figure 17), and registers attribute information 
on a file including at least the content management information into the read 
file system with reference to the read file search information (through MPU 
604). 

Regarding Claim 5, Kikuchi discloses that when the file system processing 
module has failed in mounting a file system (file management information) (See Figure 
17) stored in a predetermined position in the recording medium (100), the data base 
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processing module registers attribute information (no recording space) (See Figure 9) 
on a file including at least the content management information into the file system with 
reference to the file search information. 

Regarding Claim 6, Kikuchi discloses that the data base processing module 
operates to: 

- have the file system processing module (609) mount a file system stored in a 
predetermined position in the recording medium (100) (See Figure 17); 

- generate a new file system on the basis of the read file search information 
and attribute information and mount the new file system (See paragraph 
0072). 

Regarding Claim 7, Kikuchi discloses a recording/playback device that records 
and reproduces data to and from a recording medium (100), the device comprising: 

- a system controller (604) for controlling access to the recording medium (1 00) 
by a file system processing module (609) that reads and writes data from and 
to the recording medium (100) with reference to a file system which is 
information including a physical storage location of a file, and a data base 
processing module that accesses the file system processing module (609) 
with reference to content management information for management of 
contents stored in the recording medium (100) (See Figure 1 and paragraphs 
0028, 0072-0075), 
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- the recording medium (1 00) having recorded therein file search information 
indicating physical recorded position of a file having the content management 
information stored therein (See Figures 9, 17); and 

- the data base processing module (610) registering attribute information on a 
file including at least the content management information into the file system 
with reference to the file search information (recorded position on the volume 
space) (See Figures 9, 1 7). 

Regarding Claim 8, Kikuchi discloses a recording medium access method of 
controlling access to a recording medium (100) by a file system processing module 
(609) that reads and writes data from and to the recording medium (100) with reference 
to a file system (See Figure 17) which is information including a physical storage 
location of a file, and a data base processing module (61 0) that accesses the file 
system processing module with reference to content management information for 
management of the contents stored in the recording medium, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

- the data base processing module (61 0) issuing to the file system processing 
module, commands for reading and writing a file according to the content 
management information (See paragraphs 0028, 0072-0075); 

- the file system processing module (609) reading and writing data from and to 
the recording medium (100) with reference to the file system according to the 
commands from the data base processing module (See paragraphs 0028, 
0072-0075); and 
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- the data base processing module (61 0) reading from the recording medium, 
when mounting a file system, file search information (recorded position on the 
volume space) (See Figures 9, 17) indicating a physical recorded position of a 
file having the content management information stored therein, and 
registering attribute information on a file including at least the content 
management information into the read file system with reference to the read 
file search information (See paragraphs 0028, 0072-0075). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tsukagoshi (US 2003/0095600) discloses a decoder and 
decoding method for information signal. Barton et al. (US 2003/0026589) discloses a 
smart card digital video recorder system. Andoh (US 2003/0002194) discloses a record 
and playback apparatus and the method. Ando et al. (6,556,770) discloses an 
information storage medium and information recording/playback system. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Wilson Lee whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1824. 

Papers related to the application may be submitted by facsimile transmission. 
Any transmission not to be considered an official response must be clearly marked 
"DRAFT". The official fax number is (571 ) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Wilson Lee 

Primary Examiner 

U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 
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